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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tinae may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1-13 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 01 June 2000 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such ftill, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Examiner concluded that claim 1 is a single means claim. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Regarding claim 1, Examiner could not determine which portion is the preamble. 
Examiner assumes that the preamble is either "A network system comprising" or "A network 
system comprising clients and electronic equipment with which" or "A network system 
comprising clients and electronic equipment with which the client can communicate via 
communication protocol by specifying the file name". Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the file name" in line 5. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "comprising clients" and later refers to "the client" without 
specifying which client is being referred to. Therefore, there is insufficient antecedent basis for 
this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 2, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Asano 
Sadaji (JP 09006558). 

Regarding claim 1, Sadaji teaches a network system comprising clients and electronic 
equipment with which the client can communicate via communication protocol by specifying a 
file name, wherein there is provided command interpretation means that interprets a file transfer 
protocol command sent out by the client and a character string written on the file name field of 
the command as another command only when the string is a specific character string and 
generates a control instruction to the electronic equipment based on the file transfer protocol 
command and another command (abstract). 

Although Sadaji does not explicitly state that the file name is an ftp command sent out by 
the client, Sadaji does teach that the false file name expresses the status of the printer. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that a file 
name that expresses printer status is also a command that when completed, provides the status of 
a job because it is known that the particular command has been processed. 

As per claim 2, Sadaji teaches the network system as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
communication protocol is a file transfer protocol (abstract). 
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As per claim 5, Sadaji teaches the network system as defined in claim 1, wherein there is 
provided operation status informing means that informs the client of each operation status of the 
electronic equipment according to the control instruction (abstract). 
6. Claims 3, 4, and 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Asano Sadaji (JP 09006558) in view of Shima (US 6,369,909 Bl). 

As per claim 3, Sadaji does not explicitly state that the communication protocol is a 
hypertext transfer protocol. However, Shima teaches a network system, wherein the 
communication protocol is a hypertext transfer protocol (column 1 8, lines 23-3 1). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that hypteitext 
transfer protocol is a common protocol in the art used by most networks, therefore it would be 
beneficial to combine the http feature to invention of Sadaji so that the network system of Sadaji 
could be applied to many networks. 

As per claim 4, Sadaji does not explicitly state in the abstract that his invention includes a 
job ID issuing means. However, Shima teaches a network system, wherein there is provided job 
ID issuing means that issues a job ID to the electronic equipment according to the control 
instruction (colunm 8, lines 19-30; 58-67, "job data"). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the job ID issuing feature of Shima to the teachings of Sadaji 
because doing so would provide the benefit of indexing the print jobs and identifying a job with 
a unique ID. 

As per claim 6, Sadaji does not explicitly teach the provision of a user ID checking 
means. However, Shima teaches a network system, wherein there is provided user ID checking 
means that checks the individual user ID given to each user at the client (column 8, lines 19-67). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the user ID checking 
means featxire of Shima to the teachings of Sadaji because doing so would provide the benefit of 
providing a system to authenticate users. 

As per claims 7-11, Sadaji does not explicitly disclose image data management means. 
However, Shima teaches a network system, wherein the electronic equipment is provided with 
image data accumulation, inputting, processing, outputting, and managements means to manage 
image data (column 23, line 56 - column 28, line 67). "). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the image management features of Shima to the teachings of 
Sadaji because doing so would provide more functionality to the electronic equipment. 

As per claim 12, Sadaji does not specify the management of image data. However, 
Shima further teaches a network system, wherein the electronic equipment is provided with 
image data management means that manages image data according to the image ID given to each 
user at the client (column 23, line 56 - column 28, line 67). 

As per claim 13, Sadaji does not disclose a relational database system. However, Shima 
further teaches a network system, wherein the image data management means is a relational 
database system (column 23, line 56 - column 28, line 67). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shabana Qureshi whose telephone number is (703) 308-61 18. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain T. Alam can be reached on (703) 308-6662. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Shabana Qureshi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2155 



23 February 2004 




